
English 845: “Victorian Bodies”

Talia Schaffer


M 10:45-12:45, Room 4422

Office: 4408


Office hours: by appointment


Phone:(212) 817-8351, but I rarely use it




E-mail: talia.schaffer@qc.cuny.edu



Required books:

Buy your books through the Mina Rees Library’s amazon.com link and support our library: http://library.gc.cuny.edu/info/amazon.html

*Readings with an asterisk are available via Blackboard

Required primary texts:


Brontë, Charlotte, Jane Eyre (Oxford). 1847. 


ISBN 9780141441146


Craik, Dinah Mulock, John Halifax, Gentleman (Broadview). 1856. 


ISBN 9781551115009

Craik, Dinah Mulock, Olive (1850)

buy from abebooks.com, bookfinder.com, amazon.com used books, or

download from Project Gutenberg: http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/22121


Malet, Lucas, The History of Sir Richard Calmady (Adamant). 1901. 


ISBN 9781402169670


Yonge, Charlotte, The Clever Woman of the Family (Broadview). 1865. 


ISBN 9781551112213

Required criticism:


The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd edition, ed. Lennard J. Davis


Martha Stoddard Holmes, Fictions of Affliction


Tobin Siebers, Disability Theory

 
NCGS (Nineteenth-Century Gender Studies) 4.2 (Summer 2008): 

Critical Transformations: Disability and the Body in Nineteenth-Century Britain. See http://ncgsjournal.com/issue42/issue42.htm

About this course:

This course investigates the field of disability studies, exploring such notions as the freak, passing, and normativity. We will start with theoretical work by Lennard Davis, Marlene Tromp, Martha Stoddard Holmes, Rosemary Garland-Thomson, Robert McRuer, and others. But we will go on to ask how much the insights of disability studies can work with the very different understanding of the body in the British nineteenth century, and aim to reconstruct disability theory through this historical study. We will look at Victorian disabled bodies and the cultural understanding of disability as a higher state, sanctified by suffering. We will also explore what the Victorians apparently regarded as problematically healthy, excessive bodies (especially women’s bodies) and narrative attempts to restrain or retrain them. The course will include fiction by centrally canonical and popular novelists including Charlotte Brontë, Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Charlotte Yonge, Margaret Oliphant, Dinah Mulock Craik, and Lucas Malet. These novels, narrated by or centered upon disabled characters, offer intriguing models of the ideal body in the nineteenth century. The course may also explore constructions of the body in varieties of Victorian fashion (especially the corset); the vogue for ‘muscular Christinaity’; and the dandiacal aesthetic body of the fin de siècle. Our aim will be to develop a new understanding of disability theory that can take account of Victorian models of desireable bodies, and to challenge contemporary assumptions about identity, spectacle, and eroticism regarding the disabled body by confronting such ideas with cultural alternatives. Presentation, blog, and research paper.

Learning goals: In this course students should

1. Become familiar with the central texts and concepts of disability theory

2. Understand nineteenth-century British ideas of the body

3. Locate and critically engage with relevant research

4. Practice professional skills of conference-paper-length delivery and article-length writing

Course Schedule

Feb 1

introduction; how (not) to read Tiny Tim



Brief handouts: Dickens, Rodas, Stoddard Holmes

Feb 8

Disability Studies Reader: 1.Davis, 6.Lane, 



9.Davidson, 17.Mitchell and Snyder, 19.Davis, 



21. Garland-Thomson, 24. McRuer, 30.Hevey

Feb 15

PRESIDENTS’ DAY: NO CLASS

(M) Feb. 18
Siebers

Feb 22

Jane Eyre, first half


Victorian body fashions: corset and crinoline



*Visuality cluster: Garland-Thomson, “Staring Back”; 



Michalko, “Blind Professor”

Mar 1

Jane Eyre to end



*Donaldson

Mar 8

John Halifax, first half



The male body in Muscular Christianity



* Colella

Mar 15

John Halifax to end



*Mascarenhas: guest appearance



Mitchell: http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/craik/mitchell/3.html

Mar 22

Olive first half 



The body in art


*Shields

Mar 29- April 5
SPRING BREAK; NO CLASS

Apr 12

Olive to end



*Losano 

Apr 19

Clever Woman first half



The religious body



*Stoddard Holmes, “Twin Structure”

Apr 26

Clever Woman to end



*Wheatley



Research paper proposals due

May 3

Sir Richard Calmady first half



Fin-de-siècle body fashions: dress reform, aesthetic bodies



*O’Connell: guest appearance
May 10

Sir Richard Calmady  to end



*Schaffer 




Research papers due, with self-addressed stamped envelopes

Requirements and grading:

One presentation (about 20 min.)

30%

One long paper (about 20 pp.)


50%

Effort grade


20%

Presentations:

Everyone has to give one brief presentation. Aim to keep it no longer than 20 min., which means about 8 double-spaced typed pages.  Please give me a copy of the presentation afterwards, and bring extra copies for anyone else in the class who might want it. If two people are scheduled for presentations on the same day, you need to meet with each other to coordinate your talks.

In the presentation, you should analyze the critical article for that day. Do not summarize it. Instead, briefly explain what the critic is arguing, isolate areas where you think the critic is wrong, and suggest alternative ways of explicating the text. End by asking a question to get the discussion rolling.

In this class I have also suggested cultural topics for presentations. If you prefer to do a cultural topic, please research it yourself. For instance, if you want to do the ‘religious body’ topic, look for material on the history of fasting, martyrdom, flagellation, etc. as understood in the 19th century. If you want to do ‘the body in art’ look at Victorian paintings and sculptures (and read criticism on them) to see how ideal bodies were depicted in art of the period. You may use images – feel free to post images on Blackboard in advance of the presentation, or bring in printouts or books – but I expect the presentation itself to be an oral event of 20 min. or less.

Because this class occurs during lunchtime, I have a long-standing tradition of asking the presenter to provide a snack for the rest of the class. If you have special dietary needs please let us know, and if you are bringing in food, make sure you bring enough different kinds to accommodate vegans, people with nut allergies, etc. Don’t forget plates and/or napkins! You will not be graded on your baking skills. But people like chocolate.

Writing:
It is fine to have the topic for the long paper grow out of the presentation. This often happens naturally; the presentation engages with issues that intrigue you and you want to pursue them further. However, you should feel free to write on something completely different for your long paper, should you so desire. Feel free to explore depictions of disability in other Victorian texts, disability theory, or even readings of contemporary scenes of disability (film, advertising, fiction, etc).

Blogging:
I’ve set up a blog on Blackboard. Since we meet on Mondays, I’d like to have everyone post a comment on that week’s reading by Friday at 5pm. That way we can all read each other’s notes over the weekend and come into class with fresh ideas. You can, of course, post earlier than Friday if you wish. I may occasionally post prompts or questions, but generally I will try to stay out of the way; the blog is your chance to talk to each other, try out presentation ideas, ask about confusing matters, and float crazy theories.

Those of you who are not Grad Center students need to see Vin DeLuca at the registrar’s office, room 7201 (registrar@gc.cuny.edu, (212) 817-7500). He’ll register you and then you can contact Achia Samuels to enroll in Blackboard: asamuels@gc.cuny.edu, or (212) 817-7314.

Reserve Readings
Primary texts:


Brontë, Charlotte, Jane Eyre (Oxford). 1847. 


Craik, Dinah Mulock, John Halifax, Gentleman (Broadview). 1856. 


Craik, Dinah Mulock, Olive (1850)


Malet, Lucas, The History of Sir Richard Calmady. 1901. 


Yonge, Charlotte, The Clever Woman of the Family. 1865. 

Secondary texts:


Davis, Lennard J. ed. The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd edition


Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie Extraordinary Bodies


Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie Freakery


Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie Staring: How We Look

Holmes, Martha Stoddard, Fictions of Affliction


McRuer, Robert, Crip Theory


Mitchell, David and Sharon L. Snyder, Narrative Prosthesis


Quayson, Ato, Aesthetic Nervousness: Disability and the Crisis of Representation


Siebers, Tobin, Disability Theory


Snyder, Sharon L. Brenda Jo Brueggeman, Rosemarie Garland Thomson eds, 

Disability Studies: Enabling the Humanities


Tromp, Marlene, Victorian Freaks: The Social Context of Freakery in Britain

Wagner, Tamara S. Antifeminism and the Victorian Novel
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