
          


English 845: “Late-Victorian Bodies”

Talia Schaffer


Thurs 11:45-1:45, Room 3309

Office: 4408


Office hours: Thurs 10-11 





and by appointment


Phone:(212) 817-8351, but I rarely use it




E-mail: talia.schaffer@qc.cuny.edu



Required books:
Buy your books through the Mina Rees Library’s amazon.com link and support our library: http://library.gc.cuny.edu/info/amazon.html

*Readings with an asterisk are available via Blackboard

Corelli,  Marie, Wormwood, 1890. Broadview. 


ISBN 1551114194

Grand, Sarah, The Heavenly Twins, 1893. U Michigan Press.


ISBN 978-0-472-06508-0

James, Henry, Portrait of a Lady, 1881. Oxford UP.


ISBN 978-0199217946

Malet, Lucas, The History of Sir Richard Calmady (Adamant). 1901. 


ISBN 9781402169670

Schaffer, Talia, ed. Literature and Culture at the Fin de Siècle. Longman, 2006. 


ISBN 0321132173

Siebers, Tobin. Disability Theory. U. Michigan Press.


ISBN 978-0472050390

Snyder, Sharon and David Mitchell, Narrative Prosthesis. U.  Michigan Press.


ISBN 978-0472067480

Stevenson, Robert Louis,  Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 1886. Oxford UP.


ISBN 978-0199536221

Stoker, Bram,  Dracula, 1897. Norton


ISBN 978-0393970128

Wells, H.G., The Island of Doctor Moreau, 1896. Penguin.


ISBN 978-0141441023

Course Schedule

Feb 3

introduction and handouts



Victorian: Tiny Tim, Phil, Blind Girl



Theoretical: McRuer, “Compulsory Able-Bodiedness”

Horror


Feb 10

Jekyll and Hyde and mental/psychological disability



Fin de Siècle on degeneracy, 300-341




*Taylor

Feb 17

Dracula and queer/disabled passing



Craft (in volume): Suzy


Siebers Ch. 5

Feb 24

Dr Moreau and animal/disabled rights



*Ritvo: Sara


*Herrnstein Smith: Marissa
Domesticity

Mar 3

Calmady, first half, and the gaze



*O’Connell: Julie


*Garland-Thomson, “Politics of Staring”: Brooke





Mar 10

Calmady to end, and gender



*Schaffer: Beth


*Garland-Thomson, “Theorizing Disability”: Courtney
Mar 17

Snyder and Mitchell, Narrative Prosthesis ch 1, 2: Chris




Siebers, Disability Theory ch 1, 4, 9: Briana





Mar 24

Portrait of a Lady first half, and bodies



*Blackwood: Lauren
Mar 31

Portrait of a Lady to end, and invalids



*Luciano: Meechal
Domestic horror


Apr 7


Heavenly Twins first half, and disease



*Kennedy: Elena
Apr 14


Heavenly Twins to end, and failure



*Jones: Jin
Apr 21

NO CLASS; SPRING BREAK

Apr 28 
Wormwood first half,  and neurology



*Schaffer: Ann
May 5

Wormwood to end


intro in Broadview ed: Gabby
May 12
Re-viewing Teaching



*McRuer’s Crip Theory, Ch. 4



*Michalko, “Blind Professor”

About this course:

This course investigates how the nascent field of disability studies might be useful for parsing the body as understood in late-Victorian texts. The turn of the century was the time when many bodily configurations were named and pathologized, and fiction of the period shows enormous anxiety about unusual bodies. We will read horror fiction in which freakish bodies and perverse minds terrorize Britain (Jekyll & Hyde, Dracula, Dr. Moreau) and domestic fiction in which the uncanny presence of the invalid male body problematizes ideas of authority, inheritance, and transmission (Portrait of a Lady, Sir Richard Calmady). We end with a category I call “domestic horror,” in which sexual disease and drug addiction poison what otherwise appear to be happy homes (Heavenly Twins, Wormwood). In each case major work in disability studies will be paired with a primary text on that theme, so that, for instance, we will discuss animal rights in relation to disability rights when we do Dr Moreau, queer and disabled identities in relation to Dracula, and the gaze in relation to Calmady. Midway through the semester, we will spend a week studying Snyder and Mitchell’s “narrative prosthesis” and Siebers’s Disability Theory in detail, applying their insights to the texts we read subsequently. The aim of the course will be partly to discover what notions of the body were emerging in the late nineteenth century by reviewing their fears of bodies gone awry, and partly to enrich modern disability studies by figuring out how to add peculiarly Victorian constructs to a theoretical school that often tends towards presentism. In other words, we are not just reading late-Victorian fiction through the lens of disability theory, but trying to use that fiction to alter disability theory itself. Presentation, blog, and research paper.

Learning goals: In this course students should

1. Become familiar with the central texts and concepts of disability theory

2. Understand late-nineteenth-century British ideas of the body

3. Locate and critically engage with relevant research

4. Practice professional skills of conference-paper-length delivery and article-length writing

Requirements and grading:

One presentation (about 20 min.)

30%

One long paper (about 20 pp.)

50%

Effort grade


20%

Presentations:

Everyone has to give one brief presentation. Aim to keep it no longer than 20 min., which means about 8 double-spaced typed pages.  Please give me a copy of the presentation afterwards, and bring extra copies for anyone else in the class who might want it. If two people are scheduled for presentations on the same day, you need to meet with each other to coordinate your talks.

In the presentation, you should analyze the critical article or theoretical reading for that day. Do not summarize it. Instead, briefly explain what the critic is arguing, isolate areas where you think the critic is wrong (or especially insightful), and suggest alternative ways of explicating the text. End by asking a question to get the discussion rolling. You must find one thing you admire about the article before you launch into your devastating critique.

Because this class occurs during lunchtime, I have a long-standing tradition of asking the presenter to provide a snack for the rest of the class. If you have special dietary needs please let us know, and if you are bringing in food, make sure you bring enough different kinds to accommodate vegans, people with nut allergies, etc. Don’t forget plates and/or napkins! You will not be graded on your baking skills. But people like chocolate.

Writing:
It is fine to have the topic for the long paper grow out of the presentation. This often happens naturally; the presentation engages with issues that intrigue you and you want to pursue them further. However, you should feel free to write on something completely different for your long paper,  should you so desire. Feel free to explore depictions of disability in earlier Victorian texts, later modernist texts, disability theory, or even readings of contemporary scenes of disability (film, advertising, fiction, etc).

Blogging:
I’ve set up a blog on Blackboard. Since we meet on Thursdays, I’d like to have everyone post a comment on that week’s reading by Tuesday at 5pm. You don’t have to have finished the reading in order to blog, and in fact your postings may be better if you are still in the middle of the text. I’ll also be posting prompts, questions, and links to interesting stuff. The blog is your chance to talk to each other, try out presentation ideas, ask about confusing matters, and float crazy theories. It’s a much looser format than the class, and you should feel free to do fun stuff like write a villanelle about Isabel Archer or imagine a biology textbook as written by Dr. Moreau.

More seriously: those of you who are not Grad Center students need to see Vin DeLuca at the registrar’s office, room 7201 (registrar@gc.cuny.edu, (212) 817-7500). He’ll register you and then you can contact Achia Samuels to enroll in Blackboard: asamuels@gc.cuny.edu, or (212) 817-7314.

Reserve Readings
Required texts:

Corelli,  Marie, Wormwood, 1890. 


Grand, Sarah, The Heavenly Twins, 1893.

James, Henry, Portrait of a Lady, 1881.


Malet, Lucas, The History of Sir Richard Calmady (Adamant). 1901. 


Schaffer, Talia, ed. Literature and Culture at the Fin de Siècle. 2006. 


Siebers, Tobin. Disability Theory


Snyder, Sharon and David Mitchell, Narrative Prosthesis

Stevenson, Robert Louis,  Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 1886.


Stoker, Bram,  Dracula, 1897. 


Wells, H.G., The Island of Doctor Moreau, 1896.

Recommended texts (which will be, hopefully, on reserve):


Craton, Lillian. The Victorian Freak Show


Davis, Lennard J. ed. The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd edition


Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie Extraordinary Bodies


Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie Freakery


Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie Staring: How We Look

Holmes, Martha Stoddard, Fictions of Affliction


Marshall, Gail, ed., The Cambridge Companion to the Fin de Siècle



McRuer, Robert, Crip Theory


Quayson, Ato, Aesthetic Nervousness: Disability and the Crisis of Representation

Ritvo, Harriet, The Animal Estate

Siebers, Tobin, Disability Theory


Snyder, Sharon L. Brenda Jo Brueggeman, Rosemarie Garland Thomson eds, 

Disability Studies: Enabling the Humanities


Tromp, Marlene, Victorian Freaks: The Social Context of Freakery in Britain

Useful journal issues (which can be obtained wherever fine journals are found):


Victorian Review 35:2 (Autumn 2009), special issue on Victorian disability


NCGS (Nineteenth-Century Gender Studies) 4.2 (Summer 2008): 

Critical Transformations: Disability and the Body in Nineteenth-Century Britain. See http://ncgsjournal.com/issue42/issue42.htm



2

